THE AMERICAN LEGION
STEVENS-CHUTE POST #4 and AUXILIARY
BEND, OREGON
IT’S PICNIC TIME!
TUESDAY, AUG. 3 6:00 pm

PICNIC PLACE
Drury Home
63521 Boyd Acres Road, Bend

OUR IN-PERSON MEETING PROCEDURE: Before the meeting, refreshments start at 6 pm, and Post and
Auxiliary meetings follow about 6:30 pm. We enjoy the company of veterans and hope you’ll join us. It
doesn’t matter where you served in the military, only that you served honorably. Spouses are always welcome.
Our Dessert The Auxiliary will provide cookies and coffee and water. BYOB if you want something stronger.
A small donation is encouraged to help defray costs of food and supplies. Thanks!

STEVENS-CHUTE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY PICNIC
It’s picnic time again and you are invited! Our combined summer event is
planned for Tuesday, August 3, 6 p.m. and Denny and Yvonne Drury’s home
at 63521 Boyd Acres Road (Just south of Cooley Road).
The Post will provide the burgers and dogs, water and soft drinks. BYOB if
you prefer something stronger. Everyone is asked to bring their choice of
salad, side dish or dessert to complete the picnic eats.
Be sure to bring a chair and we’ll have some shade or sun, whichever you
prefer to sit and enjoy conversation with your fellow Legion Family members. Kids are always welcome!

Karen Banks is setting up some corn hole competition, so plan on a little
entertainment, whether you play or just watch the action.
Please plan on attending...we have missed you over the past year and are
anxious to renew our friendships! (If you are not vaccinated, please wear a
mask.)

AUXILIARY SPONSORED 5TH
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE AUG. 11

Unit #4 is giving back to the community once again
with a Red Cross blood drive Wednesday, August 11
from 1 pm to 6 pm at The Collective, 62070 SE 27th
Street, Bend.
For more information or to make an appointment to
donate, call 541-390-4231 or sign up online at redcrossblood.org with sponsor code ALAUNIT4.
“Hosting a blood drive coincides with American Legion Auxiliary’s core values of giving back to the
community,” said Yvonne Drury, Unit 4 President.
“With a simple blood donation, we have the ability to
help save the life of someone who could be a
coworker, loved one or neighbor.”
Blood is routinely transfused to patients with cancer
and other diseases, premature babies, organ transplant recipients and trauma victims, according to
the Red Cross.
“The short amount of time it takes to donate can
mean a lifetime to a patient with a serious medical

condition. We urge eligible donors to join us in the
selfless act of giving blood.”
Donors of all blood types are needed, especially
those with types O negative, B negative and A negative. According to the Red Cross, type O negative
is the universal blood type that can be safely transfused to anyone, and is often used to treat trauma
patients.

PURPLE HEART DAY
AUGUST 7
Purple Heart Day on August 7 is the
kind of day created to give back. It’s a
day for Americans to remember and
honor the men and women who bravely represented their country and were
wounded or killed whilst serving.
These people are decorated with a
Purple Heart in the name of the President, and this
day is for remembering them and their sacrifice.
Some states, counties, and cities pause in recognition, as do some sports and entertainment entities. Military and veteran organizations also hold

be headed south for the winter.

Our major support throughout this year should be
focused on Central Oregon Veterans Outreach
(COVO) as they will be running the new Central Oregon Veterans Village with ongoing operational
expenses. I hope you will all step up as you can to
help with these efforts.
I invite you all to join us at the annual picnic August
3 at our home.
Looking forward to a productive and COVID-free
year.

For God and Country, Commander Denny Drury

meetings for remembrance. Join us as we honor
those that have been given a Purple Heart.

HISTORY OF PURPLE HEART DAY
The original Purple Heart, designated as a Badge of
Merit, was awarded by George Washington in 1782.
There was a lack of funds in the Continental Army
at the time so the award was a way to honor enlisted and deserving people. The honor is presented to
soldiers for “any singularly meritorious action.” It
was designed with a piece of silk bound through it
with a thin edge of silver. Washington only gave out
three of the badges himself, and instead authorized
subordinates to issue the badges as they saw fit.
The Badge of Merit faded from use but was revived
and relaunched in 1932, this time as the Purple
Heart. As well as honoring those wounded in combat, this iteration of the Purple Heart recognized
commendable action. It was in 1944 that the policy
was tweaked slightly and the Purple Heart was given the purpose we know it for today, specifically to
honor those who have been wounded or died.
The first service member to be given the modern
Purple Heart was General Douglas MacArthur for
his service in the Pacific theater during World War
II. In total there have been 1.8 million Purple Hearts
awarded over the years.
Purple Heart Day was first observed in 2014 and
has been observed every year since. It’s a chance
to reflect on the bravery of those who have fought
for the U.S. and to ensure that their courage is never forgotten.

COMMANDER’S CORNER

Welcome to the new year, where hopefully we can
have meetings in person, however still during
COVID concerns. I am your returning commander
through the month of October at which time we will

CENTRAL OREGON
VETERANS VILLAGE UPDATE
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

American Legion National Commander Bill Oxford and Department officers visited the COVV
site on June 30.
Fundraising has been completed with just over
$1 million raised including in-kind donations.
5 cabins have been framed and 6-7 more will be
framed on July 30 by Midstate Builders.
The prototype cabin built at JBarJ Ranch is
now on site and will be the last (#15) to be
erected.
Heart of Oregon Youth Build has installed more
floor platforms.
The site for the 2,400 sq. ft. community building
has been prepared for concrete foundations.
The community building is scheduled to be delivered to the COVV site during Aug. 5-9.
The COVV monument stone has been engraved
and painted. It will be installed after the driveway and parking lot are paved.
Volunteers will be needed to install Tyvek
wrapping and exterior siding on
the cabins.
American Legion
Post 86 in Sisters
has pledged a
$1,000 donation to
Bend
Heroes
Foundation to be
used for building
COVV.

ADJUTANT REPORT

Hello all. We pray that you all are enjoying your
summer and are staying well.
We are starting our new fiscal year for the American Legion. I would like to invite you to renew your
2022 memberships as soon as you receive your
forms in the mail. Online renewal is also available
for your convenience as well.
We would also love to invite you to come to our
meetings on the first Tuesday of each month, now
that we are meeting in person again. In August we
will love to see you at our bbq, instead of the formal
meeting, so we could all get reacquainted. There is
so much to get caught up on.
Hope to see you soon.

Adjutant Vivian Shannon

UNIT PRESIDENT SAYS…
This summer has brought some surprises and a lot
of hot weather, but we shall endure! (It will be
snowing before you know it!)
While we still have the great picnic weather, please
join us at our annual combined get together for
some good food, good conversation and relaxation
with our American Legion Family.
The new fiscal year is upon us, and you are able to
renew your membership for 2022 at this time.
Please feel free to mail your $40 check to ALA, PO
Box 7911, Bend, OR 97702, and I will mail your new
membership card out to you.

We currently have 8 auxiliary members renewed
with a couple more to be processed. We missed
our 100% goal the past two years (tough ones!) but
we hope to be a goal unit in 2022 with your help.

President Yvonne Drury

ANTITERRORISM
AWARENESS MONTH
August is Antiterrorism Month, which is designed
to raise awareness not only of the threat of terrorism, but also to encourage regular vigilance and
communication to report potential threats.
Throughout the month there is a series of articles
highlighting key points for increased awareness of
goals, objectives and measures.
Training seminars and videos are also part of this
family-oriented outreach. Some videos are available from individual Army commands via YouTube.
What Activities Do I Report?
• People drawing or measuring important buildings
• Strangers asking questions about security forces or security procedures
• A briefcase, suitcase, backpack or package left
behind
• Cars or trucks left in “No Parking” zones in
front of important buildings
• Intruders found in secure areas

•

A person wearing clothes that are too big and
bulky and/or too hot for the weather
• Chemical smells or fumes that worry you
• Questions about sensitive information, such as
building blueprints, security plans or VIP travel
schedules without a right or need to know
• Purchasing supplies or equipment that can be
used to make bombs or weapons or purchasing
uniforms without having the proper credentials
“If you see something, say something” is common
theme among the many agencies and websites
when it comes to terrorism awareness, and that is
being strongly emphasized in August. The Defense
Logistics Agency official site reminds its’ readers,
“Trust your instincts; if a behavior or activity makes
you feel uncomfortable, REPORT IT.”
What kinds of behavior does DLA mean? “People
drawing or measuring important buildings” and
“Strangers asking questions about security forces
or security procedures” are two of the top indicators to be wary of, but also included in the DLA list:
“An unattended briefcase, suitcase, backpack, or
package…Cars or trucks left in No Parking zones in
front of important buildings…Intruders found in secure areas…A person wearing clothes that are too
big and bulky and/or too hot for the weather. Chemical smells or fumes that worry you …A person who
is asking questions about sensitive information such
as building blueprints, security plans, or VIP schedules without a right or need to know…”
These reminders may sound familiar; they are the
same types of things posted in airports, train stations, bus terminals, etc. Antiterrorism Awareness
Month is designed to bring these reminders back
into the spotlight, serving as a reminder that we live
in times which require this added watchfulness.
Read more: https://militarybenefits.info/
antiterrorism-awareness-month/#ixzz71jZwkhNb

IOWA NAMES US HWY 20
MEDAL OF HONOR HIGHWAY
DUBUQUE, Iowa (KCRG) - The State of Iowa American Legion Commander arrived in Dubuque alongside American Legion dignitaries and the Legion

Riders to deliver the message of US Highway 20
being named a Medal of Honor highway.
The Dubuque American Legion Post 6 hosted the
ceremony today at the Dubuque Veteran Memorial
Plaza. States along Highway 20 have honored this
recognition through a convoy carrying the message coast-to-coast, handing off the message from
state to state by American Legion State Commanders.
The Iowa commander received the message from
Nebraska and transported the message across
Iowa to handoff to the commander of Illinois for the
ceremony today.

POST EVERLASTING
We have received word that Post 4 member and
our friend Ed Rose passed away in May. He will always remain in our hearts with memories of his
perpetual smile and his wonderful tap dancing.
Art Vinall passed away June 25, and even though
he was not a member of Post 4, he was well known
throughout our veteran community. As a organizer
of local Honor Flights, Yvonne was privileged to
accompany Art on his trip to Washington, DC.

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN
OFFERS PRAYER

The American Legion
National Commander Bill
Oxford visited the Central
Oregon Veterans Village
on June 20 to see progress, and stepped up to
drive a few nails and sign
the tiny home. Also present were AJ Atencio and
Susan Guerin of Eugene
Greene Post 48 and Auxiliary, and Department of
Oregon Commander Don
Weber.

Dear Lord, Summer brings us warmth and warm
evenings to sit outside and marvel at the
stars. Please bless and hold safe all of the service
men and women who are serving our country and
especially those who are in harm’s way.
We hope that when they look up to the heavens
they can know that those of us safe at home are
grateful for their protection against those who
want to do harm to our great nation. August 7th is
Purple Heart Day, our thanks to those who were
wounded in combat for us.
In Jesus name, Amen

Chaplain Bonnie Wilkins

Join us Tuesday, August 3 for annual Legion Family picnic fun!
Please contact us when we can be of assistance.
2020-2021 Post Officers:
Cdr: 541-480-7600
Commander Denny Drury
Adjutant Vivian Shannon
Adj: 425-220-3089
Vice Commander Denny Shannon
Finance Officer Denny Drury
Chap: 425-220-3089
Chaplain Vivian Shannon
Mailing address: American Legion Post #4, PO Box 784, Bend, OR 97709
2020-2021 Unit Officers:
President Yvonne Drury
Treasurer Carole Jura
Pres: 541-390-4231
Vice President Katie Terry
Chaplain Bonnie Wilkins
Chap: 541-419-3990
Secretary Karen Banks
Sgt-at-Arms Kellie Terry Pelham
Mailing address: American Legion Auxiliary Unit #4, PO Box 7911, Bend, OR 97708
To be removed from this email list, please email ydrury47@gmail.com with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
If you have information of interest to Veterans, please submit to Yvonne at ydrury47@gmail.com

