THE AMERICAN LEGION
STEVENS-CHUTE POST #4 and AUXILIARY
BEND, OREGON
IT’S MEETING TIME!
TUESDAY, JULY 6 6:00 pm

MEETING PLACE
62070 SE 27th Street
“The Collective”

OUR IN-PERSON MEETING PROCEDURE: Before the meeting, refreshments start at 6 pm, and Post and
Auxiliary meetings follow about 6:30 pm. We enjoy the company of veterans and hope you’ll join us. It
doesn’t matter where you served in the military, only that you served honorably. Spouses are always welcome.
Our Dessert The Auxiliary will provide cookies and coffee and water. BYOB if you want something stronger.
A small donation is encouraged to help defray costs of food and supplies. Thanks!

IT’S MEETING TIME AGAIN AND
THIS TIME IN-PERSON!
We are so excited! With the State eliminating
COVID restrictions and opening up, we plan on this
July 6 membership meeting to be held at The Collective, with social time at 6 pm and Post and Auxiliary meetings at 6:30 pm.
No potluck dinner this time, but we will have dessert of coffee and cookies during our social time.
Please join us and bring a friend! We have missed
all of you and look forward to getting together
again.

HAPPY 4th of JULY!
On Sunday, July 4th we celebrate Independence
Day with enthusiasm and honors to our nation.
Bend Heroes Foundation, Boy Scout Troop 25 and
volunteers will start the day by displaying over 300
America flags downtown beginning at the Bend
Heroes Memorial at 7:00 am. All are welcome to
assist.
Local events to attend and celebrate include:

July 1-4, LaPine Frontier Days, multiple events
July 4, Old Fashioned Parade, Ochoco Creek Park,
Prineville, 8 am to 12 pm
July 4, Old Fashioned Pet Parade and Festival,
Drake Park, Bend
July 4, Bend Elks baseball, Vince Genna Stadium,
4:05 p.m.
July 4, The Village at Sunriver, 4th of July Festive
Photos scavenger hunt. Pre-registration required
at www.villageatsunriver.com
July 4 LaPine Rodeo, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

No masks required if you have been vaccinated unless you wish. We ask that anyone not vaccinated
please wear a mask and follow COVID protocol, remaining at a safe distance from the other members.

NATIONAL AMERICAN LEGION
COMMANDER VISITS JUNE 30
National Commander Bill Oxford will be in Bend Wednesday morning, June 30 and will
visit the Bend Heroes Memorial and the Central Oregon
Veterans Village now under
construction.
Cdr. Oxford will be at the
Bend Heroes Memorial at the
foot of Veterans Memorial
Bridge on Newport Avenue at
9 a.m., followed by a visit to
view the CO Veterans Village
at 10 a.m.

James W. Oxford

Link to Legionnaire Magazine

https://orlegion.org/media/oregon-legionnaire/

Yvonne Drury, Vice President of Bend Heroes Foundation and President of American Legion Auxiliary
Unit #4, and Denny Drury, Commander of Post 4
will act as emcees at the Memorial.

BEND HIGH SCHOOL
BUILDING NAMED
FOR BOB MAXWELL

Flags will be placed on the Bridge at 8 a.m., and all
are invited to attend both locations.

A new building on the Bend
High campus will be named the
Robert D. Maxwell Center, for
Medal of Honor recipient and
life member of American Legion
Post 4, and our friend, Bob Maxwell.

Please come out to meet and greet the Commander
and let him know that in Central Oregon we honor
and value those who fought for our freedoms.
James W. "Bill" Oxford was elected national commander of The American Legion on Aug. 29, 2019,
in Indianapolis, during the organization's 101st national convention. He has been a member of the
nation's largest veterans organization since 1986.
A native of Lenoir, N.C., Oxford is a paid-up-for-life
member and past commander of Post 29 in Lenoir.
He served as department (state) commander of the
North Carolina American Legion from 2010 to 2011.
A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, Oxford was an
aviation electronic technician for the A-6 Intruder
and served in Vietnam during his initial enlistment.
After being discharged as a sergeant in 1970, Oxford joined the North Carolina National Guard. He
subsequently attended officer's candidate school
and transferred to the U.S. Army Reserve, where
he ultimately retired as a colonel after more than 34
years of military service.
Oxford has served at every level of The American
Legion. A former mayor and city council of Cajah's
Mountain, N.C., he has worked since he was a high
school student, with most of his career choices being in the maintenance and engineering field. He
earned a bachelor's degree in environmental studies and multiple safety and environmental certificates.
Oxford has volunteered as a coach, umpire, referee
and administrator in several youth athletic programs, including service as the public address announcer for the Post 29 American Legion Baseball
team.
An active volunteer with several organizations, Oxford is a member of Masonic Lodge-York Scottish
Rite and the North Carolina Army Retirees Council.
His theme as national commander of The American
Legion is "A Foundation for the Future," as the organization enters its second century of service.
Oxford and his wife, Frances, have been married
since 1967. They have a son, Charles (married to
Deah Reid), and a daughter, Jackie (married to
Mike Carr). They also have four grandsons, Isiah,
Micah, Jaggar and Dawson.

Bob Maxwell

Scheduled to open this fall, this
building will be on the same site
that Bob taught automotive classes for decades at
Bend High, and includes a multi-purpose room and
four classrooms.
According to The Bend Bulletin, Bend High School
Principal Christopher Reese wanted to honor Maxwell, who was an
important part of the
school’s
Veterans
Day
celebrations
and was the oldest
living Medal of Honor recipient in Oregon at the time of his
death May 11, 2019,
at 98.
“His character withstands the test of
time,” Reese said. Robert D. Maxwell Center
“He was a phenomenal teacher. He was a phenomenal human. It was
truly an honor to get to know Bob Maxwell and all
he represented.”
Maxwell, a World War II veteran, served as an Army
Technician and jumped on a German grenade in
September 1944, saving the lives of four American
soldiers. For his heroic actions, Maxwell received
the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest medal for
valor and bravery.

POST 4’S LEON DEVEREAUX
TO BE HONORED JULY 4

At 8:30 am on July 4 we
will honor the late Leon
Devereaux/WWII US Navy
Veteran/Bend
Mayor/
Historian at the Bend Heroes Memorial as Leon
was a stalwart volunteer
of the Bend Parade of
Flags team for many
years and helped dedicate
Bend Heroes Memorial. All Leon Devereaux
flags displayed on Veter-

ans Memorial Bridge have names of local
veterans stitched on them including
Leon’s flag.
Leon was a member of or associated with
many groups in Bend including:
• American Legion Post 4
• Association of Naval Aviation
• Bend Band of Brothers
• Bend City Council: Councilor, Mayor
• Bend Heroes Foundation: Bend Parade
of Flags, Bend Heroes Memorial, Honor
Flight of Eastern Oregon
• Bend Protective Order of Elks Lodge
1371:member for 76 years, Exalted Ruler 1955
• Bend Senior High School: graduate and
Distinguished Alumnus
• Deschutes Sheriff Office
• Deschutes Historical Society/Museum
• Deschutes Pioneer Association
• Quiet Birdmen
Please attend the ceremony, bring photos
and take a moment to talk about Leon.

(Thanks to Dick Tobiason)

DICK TOBIASON HONORED
BY MILITARY ORDER
OF THE PURPLE HEART
Post 4 member Dick Tobiason was recently honored by the Military Order of the Purple Heart in
Region 3 for his tireless work for the Purple Heart
Highway designations and efforts to extend them
across the nation, border to border. Congratulations, Dick!

ALA poppy tradition, and a great cause, the recent
two-day poppy distribution May 28 and 29 turned out
well.
Due to COVID restrictions, Unit 4 could not offer
poppies at store locations, so followed the idea of
another out-of-state unit to do a “drive-thru”.
Thanks to Pastor Peil of the Victory Baptist Church
at NE 11th and Greenwood, Unit 4 set up shop in the
parking lot. With some helpful advertising by local
media and “Burma Shave” style signage on Greenwood, people drove by to get their poppies.
And thank you to our Post and Unit volunteers Denny Drury, Bonnie Wilkins, Carol Wilson, Mary Jane
Tobiason and Yvonne Drury for manning the event.
Net proceeds will go to Central Oregon Veterans
Outreach (COVO) for operating expenses of the
Central Oregon Veterans Village to open later this
summer.
4TH BLOOD DRIVE
ANOTHER SUCCESS
Unit 4 is happy to report that 21
units of life-saving blood were
donated June 11, thanks to
American Red Cross, dedicated
donors and volunteers.
All donors received Red Cross
tee shirts as a thank you. The
first donor of the day, Jennifer,
won Unit 4’s drawing for the American flag.

The next blood Drive is slated for Wednesday August 11, 12:30 to 6 p.m. at The Collective, 62070 SE
27th Street, Bend.
Appointments can be made now at the American
Red Cross Blood donation Bend site online.
THE ALA IN NUMBERS
The ALA now has more than 1,000 male ALA members! Let’s keep that number growing by recruiting
eligible male spouses! Learn more here:
www.ALAforVeterans.org/joining, or call one of our
officers, phone numbers on page 4 of this newsletter.

SUMMER PICNIC ON TAP
FOR AUGUST 3
Our traditional combined Post and Auxiliary summer
picnic is planned for Tuesday, August 3 at the home
of Denny and Yvonne Drury, 63521 Boyd Acres
Road.
Plans are underway and will be finalized and reported in the next newsletter.

AUXILIARY NEWS
POPPY DAYS WELL RECEIVED
Thanks to great weather, patriots who value the

Please mark your calendar and plan on attending for
an evening of fun, food, and good conversation with
your fellow Legion Families...kids and all!

SICK CALL
Post 4 Past Commander JW Terry is home convalescing after surgery June 17. Speedy recovery,
JW!
Post 4 Adjutant Vivian Shannon is up and running
again (well, almost) after her recent knee replacement. Glad to see she is doing so well!

DID YOU KNOW?
Searching for interesting factoids to fill this remaining space in this newsletter, I Googled
“Famous Military Birthdays” and found these for
today:
Chesty Puller, USMC General

•

Lewis Burwell "Chesty" Puller (June 26, 1898 – October 11,
1971) served as a United States
Marine Corps officer.
• Beginning his career fighting
guerillas in Haiti and Nicaragua
as part of the Banana Wars, he
later served with distinction in
World War II and the Korean War as a senior
officer.
• By the time of his retirement in 1955, he had
reached the rank of lieutenant general. Puller
is the most decorated Marine in American history.
• He is one of two United States servicemen to
be awarded five Navy Crosses and one Army
Distinguished Service Cross.
• Puller's six crosses are next in number to the
eight times Eddie Rickenbacker received the
nation's second-highest military award for valor. Puller retired from the Marine Corps in
1955, after 37 years of service.
He lived in Virginia and died in 1971, at age 73.

Abner Doubleday, US Army
Union Major General

•

Abner Doubleday (June 26,
1819 – January 26, 1893) was a
career United States Army officer and Union major general
in the American Civil War.
• He fired the first shot in
defense of Fort Sumter, the
opening battle of the war, and
had a pivotal role in the early
fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg.
• Gettysburg was his finest hour, but his relief by
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade caused lasting enmity
between the two men.
• In San Francisco, after the war, he obtained a
patent on the cable car railway that still runs
there.
• In his final years in New Jersey, he was a
prominent member and later president of the Theosophical Society. In 1908, fifteen years after his
death, Doubleday was declared by the Mills Commission to have invented the game of baseball (a
claim never made by Doubleday during his lifetime).
This claim has been thoroughly debunked by baseball historians.

Join us Tuesday, July 6 at 6p.m for dessert and meeting
Please contact us when we can be of assistance.
2020-2021 Post Officers:
Cdr: 541-480-7600
Commander Denny Drury
Adjutant Vivian Shannon
Adj: 425-220-3089
Vice Commander Denny Shannon
Finance Officer Denny Drury
Chap: 425-220-3089
Chaplain Vivian Shannon
Mailing address: American Legion Post #4, PO Box 784, Bend, OR 97709
2020-2021 Unit Officers:
President Yvonne Drury
Treasurer Carole Jura
Pres: 541-390-4231
Vice President Katie Terry
Chaplain Bonnie Wilkins
Chap: 541-419-3990
Secretary Karen Banks
Sgt-at-Arms
Mailing address: American Legion Auxiliary Unit #4, PO Box 7911, Bend, OR 97708
To be removed from this email list, please email ydrury47@gmail.com with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
If you have information of interest to Veterans, please submit to Yvonne at ydrury47@gmail.com

