THE AMERICAN LEGION
STEVENS-CHUTE POST #4 and AUXILIARY
BEND, OREGON
IT’S MEETING TIME!
Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019

MEETING PLACE
62070 SE 27th Street
“The Collective”

Before each meeting, dinner starts at 6 pm, and Post and Auxiliary meetings follow about 6:30 pm. We enjoy the company of veterans and hope you’ll join us. It doesn’t matter where you served in the military, only
that you served honorably during a wartime period. Spouses are always welcome.
Our Dinner: The post provides the entrée, and members and guests are encouraged to bring a side dish
or dessert to go with the entrée. Sugar free items needed as well. BYOB if you want other than water or
soda. A $3 minimum donation is encouraged to help defray costs of main dish and supplies. Thanks!

POST 4 AND AUXILIARY CELEBRATE
AMERICAN LEGION 100 YEARS
WITH SPAGHETTI FEED
FUNDRAISER SUNDAY, SEPT. 15

The public, all veterans and
their families, are invited to
come for an early evening of
homemade spaghetti to help
us celebrate our centennial
year. And raise money for
veterans and their families
in need. Jake’s Diner at
2210 E. Hwy 20 in Bend, OR
is the place and 5 to 7 pm is
the time.
American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919
as a patriotic veterans organization. Focusing on service to veterans, service
members and communities, the Legion evolved from
a group of war-weary veterans of World War I into
one of the most influential nonprofit groups in the
United States.
The American Legion Auxiliary will celebrate its 100
year mark in 2020 and in fulfillment of its Mission,
the American Legion Auxiliary adheres to the following purposes: To support and advocate for veterans,
active military and their families. To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion. To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship.

HONORING THOSE
WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

POW/MIA Memorial Highway: Bend Heroes Foundation was successful with the Oregon Legislature creating legislation (HB 3452) this summer designating
all 471 miles of U.S. Highway 26 in Oregon as “POW/
MIA Memorial Highway”.
The highway will honor Oregon’s 600 EX POWS, 200
POWs who were either executed or died of disease,

abuse or malnutrition while in captivity and 1,000
veterans from WWI to the present who STILL remain
Missing in Action. This first of a kind highway in the
USA will also let the MIA families know we care.
The Foundation’s project manager, Dick Tobiason,
will be raising $24,000 to pay ODOT to install 12
POW/MIA Memorial Highway signs along U.S. Hwy
26 between Seaside and the Oregon/Idaho border.
Dick is requesting all veterans’ groups – especially
those that conduct MIA ceremonies at meetings
such American Legion and VFW Posts to donate.
There are at least 39 American Legion and VFW
Posts located along U.S. Hwy 26.
Signs will be installed after January 1, 2020 when
the new law becomes effective.
Medal of Honor Plaque for Bob Maxwell Grave: Dick
Tobiason has designed and ordered a bronze Medal
of Honor plaque to install at the Maxwell family
grave in Terrebonne. The plaque will be provided by
the VA at no cost. Dick will advise when it will be
installed and dedicated. Bob Maxwell was a PUFL
member of Post 4.
(Thanks to DickTobiason)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY U.S. AIR FORCE

The U.S. Air Force was officially
founded on 18 September 1947,
and in the decades since it has
established itself as an air force
second-to-none.
Yet the Air Force's history and
heritage goes back the turn of the
twentieth century.

Between 1909 -- when the US military purchased its first aircraft -- and 1947, the U.S.
Air Force did not exist as a separate and independent military service organization. It went through a
series of designations: Aeronautical Section, Signal
Corps (1909); Aviation Section, Signal Corps (1914);
United States Army Air Service (1918); United
States Army Air Corps (1926), and United States
Army Air Forces (1941).

WWII illustrated the value of airpower, and the need
to change the basic organization of the US Military
Forces. The result was the creation of a single Department of Defense with a strong Joint Chiefs of
Staff with Army, Navy, and Air Force chiefs. In 1947
President Truman signed the National Security Act
which established this new defense organization,
and along with it the creation of the US Air Force as
an independent service, equal to the U.S. Army and
U.S. Navy.

ABBY’S PIZZA DONATION NIGHT
FUN AND TASTY!

grateful to their interest in our community and for us,
our veterans.
If you missed the event, it will be repeated on the
evening of November 6, and we’ll send you a reminder….mmmmm, good pizza!

COVO 5th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT SALUTE TO VETERANS

Each year, Central Oregon Veterans Outreach puts
on a Golf Scramble to benefit local Veterans. Join us
September 21st, 2019 at the 5th Annual Shotgun Golf
Scramble, taking place at the beautiful River’s Edge
Golf Course.
With a Shotgun start at 9 a.m., COVO provides
“Welcome Coffee & Pastries”, starting at 8:30 a.m.
Buy in for 18 holes w/cart and lunch provided. Enjoy
On-course events, 1st, 2nd, 3rd & last place prizes.
Raffle & Silent Auction.
COVO is a registered non-profit and 100% of net proceeds will go to support COVO’s mission: To serve,
assist and create support for the Veterans of Central
Oregon.
Entry forms can be picked up at River’s Edge Pro
Shop. Mail or drop off at COVO: 61510 S. Hwy 97,
Ste. 100, Bend OR 97702. You can also call, email or
stop by COVO to register: 541-383-2793
or covo@covo-us.org.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
2019 CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY

Waiting for Pizza! (Top l. to r.) Kathy Nagel and
husband Dennis, Leigh Anne Denney, Ashleigh,
Keegan, Janet and Louis Hodges, Carole and Andy
Jura, Carol Wilson, Will and Becky Drury.
(Bottom l. to r.) Steve Wilkins, Laurie Wilde, Karen
Banks, Father Steve Garza, Bonnie Wilkins.
We are happy to say several Stevens-Chute members and their families and friends came for pizza
on August 21, and filled the restaurant with happy
conversation, while raising money for Unit #4.
Abby’s Legendary Pizza honors various non-profit
organizations by donating 10% of their proceeds on
a specific date. It will be about 30 days before we
know what their donation will be, but we are very

Join us on National Wreaths Across America Day,
Saturday, December 14, 2019, 8:30 a.m.
Each December our mission to Remember, Honor
and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreathlaying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as
well as at more than 1,600 additional locations in all
50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.
From the Revolutionary War to present day conflicts,
our veterans are devoted sons and daughters, fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers. They come
from all backgrounds in life to place those lives on
the line for our freedoms.
Stevens-Chute Post 4 and Auxiliary are proud to be in
our 5th year of participation, laying wreaths on
graves of veterans at Greenwood Cemetery in Bend.
The remembrance ceremony will again be held at the
Deschutes Memorial Gardens Chapel and Veterans
Memorial Plaza, then those placing wreaths at
Greenwood Cemetery will travel there for a short
ceremony provided by Boy Scout Troop #25, followed
by the laying of wreaths.
The cost to sponsor a wreath is
$15. Please use the attached
form to order one or as many as
you like. Print out a few and ask
some of your favorite local businesses to also participate with
a “Small Business” wreath order of 10, or a “Corporate” order of 100!

Wreaths will be delivered from Columbia Falls, Maine
to our cemetery locations for laying after the ceremony on December 14.

COW PASTURE GOLF EVENT
NETS VETERANS FUND FOR POST
Stevens-Chute Post 4 and Auxiliary co-sponsored
the event with Redmond’s Ray Johnson Post #44 and
VFW Post The shared net proceeds provided Stevens-Chute with a small fund to be used exclusively
for veterans and families in need.
The Post will have assistance from Central Oregon
Veterans Outreach to assure that monies from the
fund are used for those qualified and in need.
For more information, please contact our Veterans
Service Officer, Keegan Hodges, by text at 541-6479548.



NEW COUNSELING SERVICE
HOLDS OPEN HOUSE
Still Serving Counseling opened its doors to their
new office in Bend in July, Kristin Gyford, clinical
director, founded the service six months ago.
The non-profit organization wants to provide mental
health services for veterans and those still in the
armed forces. The goal is to help give support to
those in need and connect them with the right resources.
The counseling center has four therapists and one
therapy dog. Everyone who works at the office is a
veteran. The business offers both individual and
group therapy.
They are holding an open house on Sept. 5, 4-6 pm at
2570 NE Twin Knolls Dr., Ste. 120, Bend.

INTERESTING VETERANS’
STATISTICS OFF THE VIETNAM
MEMORIAL WALL




















There are 58,267 names now listed on that polished black wall, including those added in 2010.
The names are arranged in the order in which
they were taken from us by date and within each
date the names are alphabetized. It is hard to
believe it is 63 years since the first casualty.

The first known casualty was Richard B. Fitzgibbon, of North Weymouth, Mass. Listed by the
U.S. Department of Defense as having been
killed on June 8, 1956. His name is listed on the
Wall with that of his son, Marine Corps Lance
Cpl. Richard B. Fitzgibbon III, who was killed on
Sept. 7, 1965. There are three sets of fathers
and sons on the Wall.
39,996 on the Wall were just 22 or younger.
8,283 were just 19 years old.
The largest age group, 33,103 were 18 years
old.
12 soldiers on the Wall were 17 years old.
5 soldiers on the Wall were 16 years old. One
soldier, PFC Dan Bullock was 15 years old.
997 soldiers were killed on their first day in Vietnam.
1,448 soldiers were killed on their last day in Vietnam ..
31 sets of brothers are on the Wall.
Thirty one sets of parents lost two of their sons.
54 soldiers attended Thomas Edison High
School in Philadelphia. I wonder why so many
from one school.
8 Women are on the Wall, nursing the wounded.
244 soldiers were awarded the Medal of Honor
during the Vietnam War; 153 of them are on the
Wall.
Beallsville, Ohio with a population of 475 lost 6 of
her sons.
West Virginia had the highest casualty rate per
capita in the nation. There are 711 West Virginians on the Wall.
The Marines of Morenci - They led some of the
scrappiest high school football and basketball
teams that the little Arizona copper town of
Morenci (pop 5,058) had ever known and
cheered. They enjoyed roaring beer busts. In
quieter moments, they rode horses along the
Coronado Trail, stalked deer in the Apache National Forest. And in the patriotic camaraderie
typical of Morenci's mining families, the nine
graduates of Morenci High enlisted as a group in









the Marine Corps. Their service began on Independence Day, 1966. Only 3 returned home.
The Buddies of Midvale - LeRoy Tafoya, Jimmy
Martinez, Tom Gonzales were all boyhood
friends and lived on three consecutive streets in
Midvale, Utah on Fifth, Sixth and Seventh avenues. They lived only a few yards apart. They
played ball at the adjacent sandlot ball field.
And they all went to Vietnam. In a span of 16
dark days in late 1967, all three would be
killed. LeRoy was killed on Wednesday, Nov.
22, the fourth anniversary of John F. Kennedy's
assassination. Jimmy died less than 24 hours
later on Thanksgiving Day. Tom was shot dead
assaulting the enemy on Dec. 7, Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day.
The most casualty deaths for a single day was
on January 31, 1968 ~ 245 deaths.
The most casualty deaths for a single month
was May 1968 - 2,415 casualties were incurred.
For most Americans who read this they will only
see the numbers that the Vietnam War created. To those of us who survived the war, and to
the families of those who did not, we see the
faces, we feel the pain that these numbers created. We are, until we too pass away, haunted
with these numbers, because they were our
friends, fathers, husbands, wives, sons and
daughters. There are no noble wars, just noble
warriors.

Sept. 11 - 7 am - Patriots Day. Help raise flags over
Bend, Bend Heroes Memorial.
Sept. 15 - 5-7 pm Spaghetti Feed Fundraiser, Jake’s
Diner, 2210 E. Hwy 20, Bend.
Sept. 20 - 8 am - POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremony, Bend Heroes Memorial.
Sept. 21 - COVO golf Tournament Fundraiser. For
more info, covo-us.org, or call 541-383-2793.
Oct. 5-6 - Fall DEC meetings, Lebanon Post #51
Remember AmazonSmile to support the ALA Foundation when you shop online! Take just 10 seconds
to sign in to Amazon through this special AmazonSmile link, select the American Legion Auxiliary
Foundation, and every purchase you make generates a 0.5 percent donation to the ALA Foundation.
No added cost to you. No added fee. No catch. Just
log in to your Amazon account through the link,
and you’re now supporting the ALA. Nothing could
be easier!

CAN’T FIND US???
COSTCO

(Thanks to Patriot Ted Lyster – source unknown)

VETERANS CALENDAR
Sept. 3 - Stevens-Chute Post 4 and Auxiliary membership meetings. Potluck 6 pm; meetings 6:30’ish.

SE 27th St.

Sept. 5 - 4-6 pm Still Serving Counseling Services,
LLC, Open House, 2570 NE Twin Knolls Dr., Ste
120.

Hwy 20 E

Parking on east
side of building

Join us Tuesday, September 3 for potluck dinner and meetings!
We welcome and need your participation and fellowship.
2019-2020 Post Officers:
Cdr: 541-977-2469 (eves.)
Adj: 425-220-3089

Commander Dan Hayward
Finance Officer Denny Drury
Vice Commander Denny Shannon
Chaplain
Adjutant Vivian Shannon
Sergeant-at-Arms Barbara Etter
Judge Advocate Denny Drury
Historian
VSO: 541-647-9548
Service Officer Keegan Hodges
Jr. Past Commander Keegan Hodges
Mailing address: American Legion Post #4, PO Box 784, Bend, OR 97709
2019-2020 Unit Officers:
President Katie Terry
Treasurer Carole Jura
Pres: 541-312-3741
Vice President Karen Banks
Chaplain Carol Wilson
Chap: 541-390-4231
Secretary Yvonne Drury
Sgt.-at-Arms Bonnie Wilkins
Mailing address: American Legion Auxiliary Unit #4, PO Box 7911, Bend, OR 97708
To be removed from this email list, please email ydrury47@gmail.com with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
If you have information of interest to Veterans, please submit to Yvonne at ydrury47@gmail.com

