THE AMERICAN LEGION
STEVENS-CHUTE POST #4 & AUXILIARY
BEND, OREGON
MEETING PLACE
62070 SE 27th Street
“The Collective”

IT’S MEETING TIME!
Tuesday, Mar. 5, 2019

Before each meeting, dinner starts at 6 pm, and Post and Auxiliary meetings follow about 6:30 pm. We enjoy the company of veterans and hope you’ll join us. It doesn’t matter where you served in the military, only
that you served honorably during a wartime period. Spouses are always welcome.
Our Dinner: The post provides the entrée, and this month Cdr. Keegan is preparing his famous spaghetti! Members and guests are encouraged to bring a side dish or dessert to go with the entrée. Sugar
free items needed as well. BYOB if you want other than water or soda. A $3 minimum donation is encouraged to help defray costs of main dish and supplies. Thanks!

COMMANDER’S CORNER
100 YEARS AGO… The Paris Caucus
March 15, 1919—Committees established, purposes

defined, temporary name chosen.
The American Legion forms in Paris, France, at the
American Officers Club (March 15) and Cirque de
Paris (March 17). Organizers, who expect about 300,
are surprised when hundreds more pour in. Officially, 463 register for the caucus, but more than
1,000 are believed to have attended.

“Though some later remembered having signed attendance slips at the caucus, Pvt. George W. Munroe
later said he ‘saw no evidence of registration at the
caucus. As far as I could see, anybody who happened to wander in could sit down and take part. It

was somewhat of a madhouse. When I reported to
the Cirque de Paris, I presented my travel orders to
the soldier on duty at the door, and he looked me
over, handed them back, and directed me to the section reserved for the 1st Division. After that, I came
and went as I pleased.’”
The American Legion: An Official History
The March 15 opening session is scheduled to start
at 10 a.m., but confusion reigns, and it does not begin until 2:55 p.m. Lt. Col. Eric Fisher Wood presides. Among the recorded attendees are Pvt. Harold Ross, who goes on to become editor of The
American Legion Magazine and, following that, founder of The New Yorker magazine; future Secretary
of the Treasury Capt. Ogden Mills; and future father
of American military intelligence, Lt. Col. William
“Wild Bill” Donovan. The first four 15-member committees of The American Legion are: Convention,
Permanent Organization, Constitution and Name.
The committee tasked with naming the new organization reports 12 nominations:













Comrades of the Great War
Veterans of the Great War
Liberty League
Army of the Great War
Legion of the Great War
Great War Legion
The Legion
The American Legion
American Comrades of the Great War
Society of the Great War
The Great Legion
American Comrades

At the second meeting of the caucus, on March 17,
Lt. Col. Thomas W. Miller of Delaware, a former
member of Congress who enlisted as an infantryman
in the Army after an unsuccessful re-election campaign, brings the final session to order. Without a
gavel to start the meeting, he pulls from his pocket

NOTES FROM THE PREZ
Here we are almost in March. Let's hope it goes out
like a lamb and the snow week counted as part of in
like a lion. Hope all survived the shoveling.
Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting
March 5th. Please don't come out if you are unsure
or call one if us to pick you up. We would not want
anything to happen to you.
Not much has happened in February as the weather
and illnesses have not cooperated with us at all.
But never fear spring is arriving fast. Will try to
bring you up to date this meeting on our trip to DEC
we went to in January.
an 1873 silver dollar, which he always carries with
him, and raps it on a table.
The day’s business includes choosing the organization’s name, membership eligibility criteria and
the preliminary drafting of a preamble to The American Legion Constitution. (Miller would later serve as
a national Legislative Committee co-chairman,
would co-author the organization’s federal charter,
serve on the National Executive Committee both for
Delaware and Nevada, and in 1968 would be
elected Past National Commander by a vote of the
50th American Legion National Convention in New
Orleans.)
After much debate, in a motion reportedly accelerated by hunger just before lunchtime, “American
Legion” is chosen and adopted as a temporary
name for the association. Following the final afternoon’s business, the first American Legion executive committee meeting is called to order, with Milton Foreman of Chicago as chairman.

“They were to promote an organization which
would not take form until the following November.
They had no funds whatever, no offices, no staff, no
literature. They had been named the temporary executives of a great idea.”
“A History of The American Legion,” Richard Seelye
Jones, 1946
Commander Keegan Hodges

SNOWMAGEDON CANCELS
FEBRUARY MEETINGS
The biggest (and longest) snow storms of our recent Central Oregon history put a total kibosh on all
activities including schools, banks, businesses and
our Stevens-Chute meetings, first scheduled for the
first Tuesday in February and postponed until the
second Tuesday, but for lack of members willing to
go out into the weather and bad roads, no meetings
were held then either.
We hope everyone is safe and warm, but if there are
needs, please contact one of your officers via
phone numbers on the back page of this newsletter.

BE SAFE and remember bring a friend let's get
some more members. See you next Tuesday.

President Katie Terry

VICE PRESIDENT KAREN VISITS
NEW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Unit 4 Vice President and Department Treasurer
Karen Banks attended the Department Finance Effectiveness Training at the new Headquarters in
Indianapolis.
Two-day
training going over how
the Departments should
handle different jobs
and problems at Department level and how to
stay compliant. It was a
very informative workshop and Karen found
that she can be more
hands on with her responsibilities. As a result, there have some
changes that have been
put in place at Department.
Karen met some really
nice ladies and picked
their brains on different
programs that she had
questions about.
She also took a tour of the new National ALA Headquarters. What a beautiful building!

VETERANS’ CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(and other important information)

WOUNDED WARRIOR PLACARD is coming to a
DMV near you. Oregon Veterans who qualify for a
disabled parking permit and have a serviceconnected disability that is VA-rated at 50 percent
or greater may apply for the new Oregon Wounded
Warrior parking placard from the Oregon Department of Transportation’s Driver and Motor Vehicles
division (DMV). The Oregon Wounded Warrior park-

ing placard exempts the driver from paying fees in
public parking areas with metered parking. It also

enables veterans to park in time-limited spaces for open to anyone 18 years or older. Anyone
longer than the posted limit (except in zones that are who enjoys working with veterans and the
designated 30 minutes or less). There is no fee for
the placard. See the DMV website at https:// aging population is encouraged to apply.
w w w . o r e g on . go v /O D OT / D M V /p a g e s /d r i v e r i d/
disparking.aspx or visit DMV field offices. With the
completed form, veterans must also submit a copy of
their benefit summary letter (also known as the “tax
abatement letter”) from the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs, confirming their service-connected
disability rating of 50 percent or greater. DMVrelated questions may be directed to (503) 945-5000
or (503) 299-9999 (Portland Metro Area). For more
information about Oregon disabled parking permits,
visit
the
DMV
website
at
https://
www.oregondmv.com.
March 30 – SPAGHETTI DINNER - Madras VFW post
will once again be hosting a FREE spaghetti dinner
on March 30th. Open to the public, the entire community is invited to attend. Organizations that provide support to our Veteran community in any way
are encouraged to join us with a booth or table promoting your organization. More info: Len Parsons,
Quartermaster, VFW Post 12141 Madras, OO, 541980-9474 or madras@vfw12141.org
April 22 – VETERANS LISTENING SESSION and VBA
CLAIMS CLINIC from 4 pm to 6 pm at VFW Redmond,
491 SW Veterans Way in Redmond. One-on-One
Meetings, Enrollment, Women's Health, Suicide Prevention, Transition Planning, and much more. VSOs
will be provided tables upon request. More info: 503808-1920 or vhapor-publicaffairs@med.va.gov
April 27 – 4th ANNUAL WELCOME HOME VIETNAM
VETERANS PARADE & EXPO 2019 in Warm Springs,
OR. 10 am: Parade; 11 – 5 pm: Meal & Honor ceremony + Silent Auction + Mini Powwow. Pre-register
at www.wsala48.orgor 541-460-8212.
MID-LATE APRIL 2019 – Auction by Veterans FOR Veterans in Redmond. Mike Williams is the
“Trail Boss” for this event and is seeking items for
donation as well as assistance from volunteer Veterans. More details coming soon. Contact Mike at 541912-1962 or email to: spinflow12@gmail.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

C.O.
VETERAN
COUNCIL
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Need volunteers for FaceBook & other social media, event planning, web site and more. To
volunteer
&
get
info:
pam.mindt
@gmail.com
or
sgwilkes73@gmail.com
C.O. VETERANS RANCH NEEDS VOLUNTEERS -more info: Central Oregon Veterans Ranch, 65920
61st Street, Bend, Oregon 97703 PH: 541-7069062 or aperry@centraloregonveteransranch.org

Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs
is SEEKING VOLUNTEERS to work with Veterans in Clackamas, Deschutes and Polk
counties who may not be aware of the state,
county and federal benefits they qualify for
or how to access them. The program is

For
more
information,
please
visit oregonvetvolunteer.com or contact
Veteran Volunteer Coordinator Mark Newell at 503-373-2057 or veteranvolunteer
@odva.state.or.us.
ALZHEIMER's ASSOCIATION is seeking volunteers
to grow their team of passionate volunteers. There
are opportunities available for everyone! More info:
Kaitlyn Bertholet at Central Oregon Regional Coordinator, phone 541-317-3977 orhttps://alz.org/
orswwa
DAV SHUTTLE VAN NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS! Volunteers needed to drive Veterans to Portland VA Medical Center and to clinics in Bend for
medical appointments. No special license needed,
DAV pays for gas & lunch for driver. Contact Paul
DeWitt
at
541-647-2363
or
pauldewitt
@bendbroadband.com
Ernie Tafalla, Veterans Outreach Coordinator
for PARTNERS IN CARE is looking for Veterans to
be part of a Vet2vet Hospice Volunteer Program,
providing veterans on hospice service with camaraderie, companionship and more. Info: Ernie Tafalla:
email erniet@partnersbend.org or 541-749-0492.
Transition at HOSPICE OF REDMOND needs veteran volunteers to assist Veterans during their final
days.
Info:
541-548-7483
or
transitions
@hospiceofredmond.org

PRACTICAL NEWS FOR VETERANS

THE VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT collects and

preserves personal stories and other documents
from America’s War Veterans. If you know of a Veteran or you are a Veteran that would like to share
your story to be preserved at Library of Congress,
visit:
http://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html
(Hearty
thanks to Laura Moore, VSO, Madras)

RE: AGENT ORANGE

David A. Butler, PhD, wrote a paper a few years
back about Agent Orange that talks about how the
health effects of dioxin exposure were first isolated.
It’s entitled “Connections: The Early History of Scientific and Medical Research on Agent Orange" and it can be read or downloaded from a
link:https://brooklynworks.brooklaw.edu/jlp/vol13/
iss2/3/.
Another excellent source for
information
about AGENT ORANGE. Especially for Vietnam Veterans.
See
the
link:
https://www.public
health.va.gov/exposures/publications/agent orange/agent-orange-2018/index.asp

NEIGHBORIMPACT PROGRAMS THAT CAN HELP
VETERANS: Energy
Conservation
Assistance,
Home Weatherization Grants, Home Financing,
Child Care, Financial Coaching, Homebuyer Workshops, Credit & Budgeting Training, Food Pantries,

and more. Info: Becca Hitt, Outreach Specialist, 541
-548-2380, ext. 159 or beccah @neighborimpact.org

COVO STILL NEEDS WINTER DONATIONS FOR
HOMELESS VETS & OTHERS: Blankets, tents,

Financial Assistance for Military families https://
www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/
financial-assistance.html
FUNERAL PLANNING GUIDE for VETERANS https://www.lhlic.com/consumer-resources/funeral
-planning-for-veterans/

(Thanks to Steve Wilkes, CO Veterans Council)

CAN’T FIND US???

COSTCO

Hwy 20 E

SE 27th St.

sleeping bags, backpacks, heavy (wool) socks,
boots, propane, long johns, coats, sweaters, hygiene supplies, infant & baby supplies, tarps,
stoves, lights, and (new) batteries. Donate cold
weather gear at 61510 S. HWY 97, Bend. More info:
541-383-2793.
VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
– CARING
FOR
TROOPS has been gathering items and shipping
care packages to deployed troops from Central Oregon. Caring For Troops (CFT) is Central Oregon's
support organization for locally connected men and
women serving overseas in the United States military. CFT is a registered 501c3 non-profit organization. If you would like to volunteer and/or help
out,contact CFT at www.caringfortroops.com
VETERAN SERVICES OFFICER coming to Warm
Springs! This summer, there may be a grand opening for Warm Springs Veterans Service Office. Stay
tuned.
LOOKING for a JOB? “Veterans Ascend” is a new
Veteran employment organization that is helping
Veterans connect with employers. It has developed
a new web-based veteran employment system that
changes the way employers find and hire veterans.
When an employer creates a job profile, the system
matches the veteran’s skills profile with the employers' job profile. No resume required. This is afree
service for Veterans. All Veterans need to do is visit
the websitewww.veteransascend.com and take 5-10
minutes to complete a profile.
RED CROSS HELPS VETERANS! The Red Cross offers many programs and is the only agency that

stays with military members throughout their life
span; even as they transition from active to veteran
status. Here are some of their programs and links:
Mind Body Workshops https://www.redcross.org/
get-help/military-families/deployment-services/
mind-body-workshops.html
Reconnection Workshops https://
www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/
deployment-services/register-reconnectionworkshops.

Parking on east
side of building

Join us Tues.day, March 5 for our potluck dinner and meetings!
We welcome and need your participation and fellowship.
2018-2019 Post Officers:
Commander Keegan Hodges
Finance Officer Denny Drury
Cdr: 541-647-9548
Vice Commander Denny Shannon
Chaplain
Adj: 425-220-3089
Adjutant Vivian Shannon
Sergeant-at-Arms Barbara Etter
Chap:
Judge Advocate Denny Drury
Historian Dick Tobiason
VSO: 541-647-9548
Service Officer Keegan Hodges
Jr. Past Commander William Chan
Mailing address: American Legion Post #4, PO Box 784, Bend, OR 97709
2018-2019 Unit Officers:
President Katie Terry
Treasurer Carole Jura
Pres: 541-312-3741
Vice President Karen Banks
Chaplain Carol Wilson
Chap: 541-390-4231
Secretary Yvonne Drury
Historian Yvonne Drury
Mailing address: American Legion Auxiliary Unit #4, PO Box 7911, Bend, OR 97708
In order to increase our member awareness of Post events at lesser expense than US mail, we are using this email
format. At this time we have the email addresses of about 75% of the members, and no way to access others than by
word of mouth. Please forward this mail to members and veteran friends and ask them to email their addresses to
Yvonne Drury at ydrury47@gmail.com, if they wish to be added to the contact list. This list will be used only for Post
and/or Auxiliary updates and/or other Post or Auxiliary business, but will not be given out to others.
To be removed from this email list, please email ydrury47@gmail.com with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
If you have information of interest to Veterans, please submit to Yvonne at ydrury47@gmail.com

