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In Memorium     Today, (Tuesday, April, 28th)  I received 
word from Ken Sly, a Vietnam veteran who 
has dedicated his life to caring  for a World 
War I Era veteran, that 107 year old Rex Rob-
ley, died in his sleep at the VA hospital after a 
brief illness.  Known as 'Rex' by his comrades 
and friends at the Loiusville Christopher East 
Nursing Home (where he was a resident) and 
a celebrity at the local VA Medical Center 
Hospital, they were getting ready to celebrate 
his 108th birthday on Saturday, May 2nd. 
       Rex signed up for the Army on May 21st, 1918, 
a few weeks after his 18th birthday.  Army pay 
was $36.00 a month and he weighed 115 pounds 
carrying an 84 pound pack when his ship landed 
in northwestern France. Word of armistice had 
not reached the trenches, so bullets were still 
flying. His first job was guarding German pris-
oners. Rex stated, "Military life then meant com-
plete obedience to your superiors and everyone 
went to the chaplain's church services and you 
were there because you wanted to be there."  He 
believed that Army coffee came from the bark 
of trees and there were no atheists in foxholes. 
   The faith he learned from home car-
ried him thru scary times.  He memorized 
the words, such as, "So do not fear, for I 
am with you, for I am your Lord, thy God."
    The Germans and Allies signed the Armi-
stice Treaty on November 11, 1918 but they had 
not signed yet The Treaty of Versailles. He con-
tinued to spend the next three years in Europe 
and was discharged in 1921.  He was married 
to the love of his life, Gracie, for 68 years.  He 
volunteered at the Loiusville VA Medical Cen-
ter beginning in his 80's and continued until 
2005 when he became confined to a wheelchair. 
He always took his time to talk to wounded 
soldiers. He heard many stories of their bat-
tles and pain.  He had a beautiful smile and a 
great sense of humor.  Rex did not think he was 
anything special, but just an ordinary country 
boy from Kentucky who served his country.
    So, today, on April 28th, 2009, all comrades 
have lost a true soldier, Rex Robley, one of our 
last World War I veterans living in the United 
States.  May our Eternal Commander honor him 
well in the life he now lives.  God Bless You, Rex!
Chaplain Rev. Larry L. Vollink
National Chaplain American Legion

   Virginia L. “Ginger” Mill-
er, 88 passed April 8, 2009 at 
the Hopewell House Hos-
pice in Portland, Oregon.
  A life celebration was held 
May 3rd at The Ameri-
can Legion Post #104. 
     Mrs. Miller was 
borne July 18, 1920, 
in Denver, Colorado. 

She grew up in Craigmont, Idaho, and 
graduated from high school there in 1939.
     Virginia was a welder for Oregon Shipbuild-
ing Co. in Portland, Oregon before she joined 
the U.S. Marine Corps in 1944. A sales clerk and 
supply clerk, she was discharged in January 1946.
 She married Orville J. J. Mill-
er and they lived in Hillsboro, Oregon.
   She worked as a bartender at Outrigger Res-
taurant and Top notch Tavern in Aloha. A life-
time member (37 years) of The American Le-
gion, she served as the first Lady Commander 
of Post 104 in Aloha from 1990-1991, and was 
also District 1 Commander from 1992-1993. 
She was also a Moose and Eagle member.
       She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  hus-
band,  Orville.
   Survivors include her sons, Wilfred “Bud” 
Emerson and Gary J. Miller; a granddaugh-
ter, Breean Miller; her friend, Marge Mc-
Daniel; and many adopted grandchildren.
 Remembrances: The American Legion, Post #104, 
2 0 3 2 5 SW Alexander 
St, Aloha, Oregon 97006 
or charity of your choice.
  

Dear Mr. Christensen:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
         On behalf of The American Legion’s National Ameri-
canism Commission, THANK YOU!! to you, your fellow 
members of Post 108, the Columbia Grange #267, and Jus-
tin Spratt-James for your patriotic efforts in furthering the 
flag education efforts of The American Legion.
With our best wishes, I remain,
                                                                                                                                                                       
Sincerely,     
                                                                                                                                                                  
MICHAEL D. BUSS
Assistant Director
Americanism and Children & Youth Division 
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2009

 Gene Bur-
chett of Bend, 
Oregon, past 
District Com-
mander has 
a n s w e r e d 
the final call.
                                                                                                                                                      

 Gene was in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean War.
    He was A Life Member of The 
American Legion (22 years).
 Gene served as District 5 
Commander in 1993-1994.
 He is survived by his 
wife Christine Burchett.  

THE AMERICAN LEGION
Department of Oregon

RESOLUTION

  WHEREAS, District Commanders and District Vice-Com-
manders are elected at their respective district caucuses, 
and not elected at the Department Convention, therefore
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  BE IT RESOLVED that the American Legion Department 
of Oregon at it’s annual convention held in Newport, Or-
egon on June 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th  2009 add to Department 
of Oregon Constitution Article VI a fourth section to read:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Section 4.  The  District  Commanders  and  District  Vice- Command-
ers shall be elected by their respective districts as prescribed in By-
Laws of the American Legion Article I, Section 2, and assume their 
duties upon installation at the Annual Department Convention.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
RESOLVED that this change take effect upon its adoption

91ST Annual Department Convention Newport, Oregon June 
24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 2009

Resolution No. C-09-02 Referred to Committee on  April 23, 
2009

Submitted By Constitution, By-Laws, and Internal Affairs Com-
mission
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